Mr John Bercow unveils Dagnall Village Sign
Saturday 3rd December 2011
	Mr John Bercow MP was once again welcomed by the EDaN Beautification Team to unveil their third village sign in the parish of Edlesborough, this time in the picturesque village of Dagnall, nestling at the foot of the Downs.  This last sign, designed by team member Megan Howells and again crafted by Signs of the Times in Tebworth depicts the Edlesborough rose brass, plums and straw plaiting, overlooked by a red kite and the Whipsnade lion, uniting all three villages. 

All Saints Church stands proudly in the top picture and the Red Lion (now, happily, open again!) sits at the bottom, lorded over by a magnificent stag – no doubt escaped from nearly Ashridge woods.  Front and centre is placed Dagnall’s war memorial, a reminder of the ultimate sacrifices made by our local lads, lest we forget.
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The day dawned bright for the small team of helpers involved with placing the very heavy pictorial sign on the post erected a few weeks earlier and the sun continued to shine on the proceedings throughout the day.

Dagnall Community Choir met at the pub where new landlords Ali and Martin provided a mulled punch, and we had a quick rehearsal, lead by choirmaster Stuart Harding - almost raising the ancient roof with their enthusiasm.  Nicely warmed up, we made our way to the new sign, surrounded by a beautiful circular hardwood bench. Villagers joined in with the choir’s carol singing, then Christine Yates welcomed John Bercow – who was feeling extremely poorly with a bad chest – and invited him to unveil the village sign (promising him that this time it would fall away easily – Northall’s had to be unhitched by the long arm of the law!).
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As always John did us proud, determined to not let us down despite feeling so bad and the sign was unveiled in all its glory.  There are two brass plaques on the bench, one commemorating a dear man, Michael Price, who farmed over 1000 acres in Dagnall for over 50 years, lovingly remembered by his widow, Norma; the other for Anne Thompson, who was chair of Edlesborough Parish Council and sadly missed.  Both passed away last year and went to school together.  The community held a minute’s silence.
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	We all made our way to the village hall where John Ralphs accompanied the choir on the organ, then Kathy Bovington asked Mr. Speaker to do the honours once again and open the Dagnall School and Under 5’s Christmas Fayre.  He stayed and enjoyed all the Fayre had to offer then made his departure – probably home to bed.
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