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Wing South Neighbourhood update from Police Community Support Officer Chris Baker:

Recent News

We hope you all enjoyed the Christmas festivities and wish you all a peaceful and crime free New Year.

December was a busy month for us attending lots of community events including the Wingrave Christmas festival. We hope those of you who visited the festival and saw our tree liked our twist on ‘Twas the night before Christmas’ and found this an interesting way to get across the drink drive message.
2012 has bought some changes to our team. PCSO Paul Evans who joined us in 2011 has now moved to Wendover and he has been replaced by PCSO Natalie Hall who had previously been working in Hazlemere. We have also been joined by PC Steve Brisley from Waddesdon, thereby increasing our team to 2 PCs and 3 PCSOs. 

Steve and Natalie will be working in villages in both the Wing North and South areas and they are both looking forward to getting to know the villages and residents. If you see either of them out on patrol do please introduce yourselves.

Important Burglary Crime Information
 

A neighbouring area has had number of burglaries where homes with uPVC doors have been targeted by criminals. It is important that residents ensure that uPVC doors are “double-locked”. Doors are double locked by pulling up the internal handle and then turning the key – this ensures the door is held by the five point locking system.  

Doors that are not double locked are only held shut at one point and are therefore vulnerable to being forced open.
Crime Prevention Advice 
With the hustle and bustle of Christmas behind us, we are finally able to take some time to relax and enjoy those new and exciting presents. However, every thief knows that virtually every house holds rich pickings so now is the time to make security your top New Year’s resolution. 

Firstly, dispose of gift packaging carefully. Refuge collections over the New Year are normally at different times. If you can’t take packaging to a recycling point, make sure you only put your rubbish out just before the collection and do your best to fold boxes so they do not advertise your new contents to thieves!

Make sure you protect your identity. It is good practice never to dispose of receipts and personal paperwork without shredding it. Be careful though not to shred any important warranty details, make sure documents you keep are stored somewhere secure.

Mark your new presents with your house number or name and post code using Ultra Violet pens. This will ensure property is returned in the event of it being recovered after theft but will also act as a deterrent to thieves particularly if signs are put up making it clear you are protecting your valuables in this way.
Postcode marking bicycles is another easy way to deter thieves. Your house number and postcode are written on a sticker and placed on your bicycle. This sticker is designed to fragment into many tiny pieces if anyone attempts to remove it. If you received new bicycles 
for Christmas do let us know and we will provide you with stickers and instructions for placing them on your bike.

Make sure your sheds and garages are secure and that garden tools or ladders that could be used to force entry into your home are not left lying around. Garages are often targets for burglars looking for tools, bikes and gardening equipment. As well as securing the garage make sure your possessions are secured too, particularly bicycles and tools.
Don’t hide keys and use alarms if you have them. Burglars know to look for hidden door keys so don’t hide spare keys under rocks, in flowerpots, or above door ledges. Instead give 
the spare key to family or a trusted neighbour. Many houses these days have alarms, many though are rarely set, make sure yours is on and protecting your home.

Remember to keep your curtains and blinds closed at night, making sure valuable items are out of sight. When going out for the evening make use of inexpensive timers to give the illusion of occupancy.
Countryside Crime
Agricultural thefts

Quad bikes remain the largest issue for thefts from farming communities.  This quarter has actually seen a slight increase over the last with Honda Utility quads being by far the most targeted.  Ease of theft and poor security continue to cause problems whilst demand remains high with over 1000 stolen in the UK this year alone.

Theft by manufacturer

The manufacturers’ table remains fairly static with JCB occupying the top slot, which is in the main, down to the fact that it has by far the largest exposure in the market place and crosses both the Construction and Agriculture sectors.  Demand for JCB, John Deere and Kubota products remains high.  An emerging trend appears to be the demand for Benford Terex products especially small dumpers.  These have actually seen a 30% increase from 25 stolen last quarter to 36 this quarter.  This demand for small dumpers is supported by the increase in Thwaites products stolen with 17 thefts this quarter and returns them to the PANIU top ten most stolen league tables again.  Of special note is a new entry with Ingersoll Rand compressors appearing for the first time in the PANIU most stolen top ten league table this quarter, with 23 stolen over the last couple of months bucking the general downward trend but suggesting a general move to smaller, easy to steal and dispose of products being stolen.

Tractor thefts

The general reduction in plant and machinery theft over the last year has also been reflected in the tractor market as well.  There is currently an 18% reduction in volumes from the period Oct 2010 –Oct 2011 when compared to the same period for the year before.  However, it appears there is a trend to target more valuable and newer machines thus the overall cost to the market remains similar to last year.  Even if a nominal £30,000 is given as the average valuation of a stolen tractor this equates to £13.2 million stolen last year.  If this is raised to £40,000 then this figure becomes £17.6 million alone without the costs created which are caused by the loss of that farmer’s tractor

NAG info

During January we will be attending all the parish meetings in the neighbourhood in order to hold our Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG) meetings within their agendas. Please come along to any of the meetings if you wish to speak to us especially if you have any issues that can be solved by the police, parish councils and other agencies working together.
 3rd January: Ivinghoe

4th January: Cheddington

9th January: Marsworth

10th January: Wingrave

11th January: Mentmore

11th January: Slapton

19th January: Edlesborough

26th January: Pitstone

Remember if you are unable to attend one of these meetings and have something that you wish to speak to us about then please either visit us at one of our Have Your Say meetings (published below) or email us at WingSouthNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 
Road Safety issues

PC Steve Brisley has plans to conduct several speed checks over the next few weeks. With the inclement weather speed is a major factor in collisions. It is important to remember to drive according to the road conditions especially on our country roads. Just because a road has a speed limit of 60mph does not mean you have to “hit” that speed all the time. Please drive carefully over these few remaining winter months.
Crime Stats 
The Wing South area continues to show a decrease in crime levels on last year which is fantastic news. In December 2011 there were 13 recorded crimes compared to 25 in December 2010.  For the period April – November 2011 we are seeing an overall reduction in crime of 35% compared to the same period last year. Burglary Dwellings are down 42%, Theft of Vehicles is down 60% and Burglary Non Dwellings (sheds, garages etc) are down 68%.

Please remember to visit the National crime mapping website (www.police.uk) which shows the crime recorded in your village. Crime in your area is below the national average which is welcome news. If you require information for your street please do get in touch with us. 

Offenders brought to justice
· On the 1st December 2011 Robbie Brophy of Haverhill, Sussex was charged with a public nuisance offence in relation to the illegal rave on the Ivinghoe Beacon. This case is currently going through the court process and updates will be given as and when they happen.
· On the 21st December a male from Edgcott was charged with harassment and a public order offence that occurred in Pitstone back in October 2011.
· On the 30th December a male from Pitstone was cautioned for assault.
Anti Social behaviour     

During December we received reports of young people gathering behind Pitstone Green Business Park where they were making bonfires from wooden pallets left outside the business units. The area around the remains of the fire contained many empty bottles and cans. This area is popular with dog walkers and Anglers who should be able to enjoy the tranquil countryside without it being spoilt by a few thoughtless teenagers.
Another group of thoughtless young people have been riding a moped around Vicarage Road and Castlemead in Pitstone without helmets. They have been seen riding along the footpaths and often there are two people on the moped. As well as disturbing local residents this is a dangerous practice and the young people involved could easily have an accident causing injury to themselves and innocent bystanders.
Up coming events

On Saturday 28th January from 10.00 -11.00a.m. PCSO Jackie Dodson will be outside the shops in Edlesborough to discuss any issues with local residents. Do come along and ‘Have your Say’. You can also receive crime prevention advice.

Further meetings and events will be publicised locally and on the force website at

www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

…you can also follow us on Twitter @TVP_Aylesbury.  Alternatively you can give us a ‘like’ on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/thamesvp
Remember to Have Your Say online
You can now send non-emergency messages to us using the online form that is available on the Thames Valley Police website. A number of people have already sent their concerns using this method. For you to do that please follow the link  

http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/yournh/yournh-about-nh-pol/yournh-tvp-pol-area-n257-hys 

Please allow some time for us to get back to you as we do check our mail box only at certain times of the day.
If you want any advice or would like to contact the neighbourhood team you can call us on the police non emergency number 101 or email  WingSouthNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk. Please note this email address cannot be used to contact Thames Valley Police to report crimes or for any urgent matters. Alternatively you can visit the force website at www.thamesvalley.police.uk to view information on your neighbourhood. [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9][image: image10][image: image11][image: image12]
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