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Here is the latest Wing South Neighbourhood update from Police Constable Jared Levens.
Recent News 

On Wednesday 17th November a warrant was executed at the Wing Travellers Site near Cublington under the Theft Act 1968. This was a joint operation between Thames Valley Police (TVP) Wing Neighbourhood Policing Teams, TVP Priority Crime Team and the Environmental Health Team.

As a result of this operation 3 people were arrested for various offences and are currently on bail in relation to theft act offences, whilst there is also consideration being given to potential breaches of waste disposal laws. 

A large amount of items, believed to be stolen, were recovered during the warrant and efforts are being made to trace the owners of the property. 

Overall this was a very successful operation and demonstrates our commitment to looking for a joint approach to tackle issues on a local level. 

We will update you when we have further information about the outcome of the investigation.

On Thursday 18th November Thames Valley Police and Bedfordshire Police, alongside Trading Standards, the Environmental Health Team, Thames Valley and Bedfordshire Road Safety team carried out a joint operation on 2 sites. The intention of the operation was to identify and deal with road traffic offences and also to deal with criminals using vehicles to go about their business. There was also a focus on ensuring that business users of the roads were doing so legitimately. 

There was the use of the Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) camera, to determine instantly if vehicles are on the road without insurance, tax etc as well as identifying vehicles of interest to the police and other agencies. 

Speed enforcement was also carried out, alongside enforcement of people using mobile phones whilst driving and drivers and passengers not wearing seatbelts. As part of the speed enforcement drivers were given the opportunity to undertake a diversion course which either required them to watch an impactive road safety presentation instantly, or attend a road safety course at a later date. 

The operation was focused on Great Billington, Beds, in the morning, before moving to the village of Northall, Bucks, in the afternoon.

Through the course of the day there were a large amount of vehicles stopped for a variety of issues. These were resolved using a number of options including penalty notices, diversion schemes and advice being given where appropriate. 

Throughout the course of the operation there were hundreds of reads from the ANPR camera, which led to good intelligence being obtained and drivers being given suitable advice relating to the use of their vehicles. 

During the operation it turned out that one person stopped for using his mobile phone whilst driving was actually wanted on a warrant so was immediately arrested and taken to 
the police station to be dealt with for the outstanding offence. 

The operation was a significant investment of staff and time for those officers involved. The Safer Neighbourhood Teams of Bedfordshire and the Wing Neighbourhood Policing Teams of Thames Valley Police will be looking to mount further joint operations in the future to tackle the issues that we have along our borders. This was a really positive operation with the support of the local communities and our partner agencies.
On Saturday 27th November between 10:00am and 11:00am PCSO Dodson held a successful Have Your Say meeting outside Buds Of May Florists in Edlesborough. She fought through the cold to discuss the concerns you have in the villages and gave out crime prevention advice / literature. We plan to hold a meeting in this location more regularly throughout 2011. 
Winter crime prevention

Tips on how to stay safe during the winter, and particularly during the Christmas period.

· Presents look nice under the Christmas tree – but can also entice burglars – put them under the tree Christmas morning instead. 

· Ensure that your windows and doors are locked. 

· If you are expecting a parcel make sure someone is there when it is delivered or ask a neighbour to take it in – don’t leave it on the door step. 

· Don’t leave your keys in the door at any time. 

· Don’t open your door to unexpected callers – check their identity first using a door viewer or a door chain. 

· Always keep keys in a safe place away from windows and doors 

Remember:  If you can get into your house without keys so can burglars.

Outside your home
· Keep all sheds and garages locked at all times. 

· Security alarms are inexpensive and can deter undesirables. 

· Fit a security light in the garden / front of the house. 

· Lock your garden gate. 

· Don’t leave keys under a stone or flower pot. 

· Keep all bicycles and tools locked away out of sight. 

If you are away for Christmas
· Always tell somebody where you are going and how long you will be. 

· Cancel paper and milk deliveries. 

· Ask a neighbour to keep an eye on your property. 

· Set timers for lights or radio to give the impression that the house is not empty. 

When out shopping
· Keep your purse in your handbag, keep your handbag zipped up at all times. 

· Keep your credit cards safe and take extra care when using a cash point – or chip and pin – don’t let anybody see your pin number. 

· Make sure you don’t leave your bag unattended as it can be snatched very easily. 

· Don’t leave your bag in the shopping trolley whilst you shop. 

· When using your mobile phone, be aware of your surroundings. 

· Always put parcels in the boot of your car. 

To keep your car safe
· Always park in a well-lit open area. 

· Keep your valuables, and Christmas presents, out of sight. 

· Remove all traces of Sat-Nav including cradles and ring marks. 

· Always remove your ignition key and secure your steering lock. 

Personal safety when out and about
· Carry your bag close to you with the clasp facing inwards.  Carry your house keys in your pocket.  If someone grabs your bag let it go. 

· Stick to well lit roads with pavements.  Don’t take short cuts through dark alleys, parks or waste ground.  Walk facing the traffic so a car cannot pull up behind you unnoticed. 

· Don’t hitch-hike or take lifts from strangers. 

Commercial cannabis cultivation

Commercial cannabis cultivation is a growing industry in the UK. It generates millions of pounds in revenue to organised gangs, and has a damaging effect on communities.

Cannabis factories range from small enterprises in a bedroom, to barns and industrial premises that have been adapted for large-scale production.

Cannabis production can cause substantial damage to property and an increased risk of fire in converted premises. It can also bring many other forms of crime into the area, including human trafficking, money laundering, prostitution and violent assaults.

What to look out for

Signs that a building is possibly being used for cannabis cultivation include:

· Windows always closed and blacked out. 

· Activity only heard during the night. 

· Unusual smells or sounds. 

· Fertiliser bags, grow bags or water piping lying around. 

· More bin bags outside the property than usual. 

· New locks or alarms installed. 

· Other suspicious or unusual activity.

How to report suspicious activity

· If you suspect drug production is taking place, call 0845 8 505 505, the 24-hour Thames Valley Police non-emergency number. Don’t confront the occupants. Call 999 in an emergency. 

· You can give information anonymously to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Crime Prevention Advice
Most burglars are opportunists and target houses that look unoccupied. As the evenings are getting darker and people are beginning to buy Christmas presents we would like you to take a few simple precautions to keep your home secure while you aren’t in. Please take a couple of minutes to watch this short YouTube film to show you what you can do to help keep your home safe 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vizJ5POWjT4
NAG info

We will be attending all the Parish Councils in January 2011 where we will be working out a plan of action to tackle the issues that you have raised with us during our patrols and Have Your Say meetings. It is not too late to let us know of any issues you have. Please use the link at the bottom of this newsletter to Have Your Say Online.
Offenders bought to justice

· The two males who were on police bail on suspicion of possessing Ketamine by the Industrial Estate, Pitstone on the 22nd October 2010 have now received Police Cautions for this offence. The males were from Stewkley and Whitchurch and are aged 21. 
· On the 16th September 2008 two burglaries occurred in Church Hill, Cheddington. Anthony Smith aged 23, from Starling Place, Watford was recently charged with Burglary in Hertfordshire and having also admitted the crimes in Cheddington asked for these to be ‘taken into consideration’ by the court. 
Crime Stats

From Aug - Oct 2010 crime rates have fallen by 23.8% compared to the same period last year. Anti Social Behaviour remains down by 31%. Burglary is down by 6.5% and Vehicle crime has seen a decrease of 57.5%.  For more information visit http://maps.police.uk/ - This website provides you with information on crime and anti-social behaviour in your neighbourhood. It also enables you to access and compare the latest information on a range of crime types with other neighbourhoods.
Anti Social behaviour

Anti Social Behaviour remains low across the villages of Wing South. We’ve only had one report of mischievous snow ball throwing compared to several last year! One concern is that the Memorial Hall in Edlesborough has been targeted several times in recent weeks by vandals. We would encourage you to be vigilant and report suspicious behaviour to the Police. If you are aware of the culprits then you can either inform us via Crime stoppers of speak confidentially to a member of the Wing South Neighbourhood Team.
Up coming events
· On Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th December PCSO Baker will be at All Saints Church in Marsworth. 
· On Saturday 22nd January 2011 the Wing South Neighbourhood Team will be holding a coffee morning at the village hall in Mentmore. This will be between 10:00 and 11:00am where people can come and speak to us about local issues. There will be coffee and a cake on offer to buy where all proceeds will go to the village hall committee. 
· In February we plan to be in Dangall for a coffee morning. Details will be published on our website shortly.
These meetings are an ideal opportunity for local residents to speak to their local Police Officer and PCSOs about any local issues. No appointment is necessary, just turn up and speak to your local officers. Further meetings will be publicised locally and on the force website at www.thamesvalley.police.uk. 

Remember to Have Your Say online
You can now send non-emergency messages to us using the online form that is available on the Thames Valley Police website. A number of people have already sent their concerns using this method. For you to do that please follow the link 
http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/yournh/yournh-about-nh-pol/yournh-tvp-pol-area-n257-hys 
Please allow some time for us to get back to you as we do check our mail box only at certain times of the day.
If you want any advice or would like to contact the neighbourhood team you can call us on the police non emergency number 0845 8 505505 or email  WingSouthNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk. Please note this email address cannot be used to contact Thames Valley Police to report crimes or for any urgent matters. Alternatively you can visit the force website at www.thamesvalley.police.uk to view information on your neighbourhood. 
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